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Prague 15.06.2007

Dear Mr. President

Our reference is made, once again, to the just finished World championship FMBB 2007 in IPO3 in Le Touquet Paris Plage. We all surely have the knowledge how big wave of the emotions was called out, mainly regarding the part C – defense. Big part of this emotions was caused by showed work of helpers during this championship. We are sure that the helpers didn’t want hurt any dog, but on the other side they manifest being not able to perform in such competition. We are sure that at this moment totally failed the judge of part C as well as the supervisor of all contest, those had to settle the resulted situation before the injuries of the dogs. Moreover totally collapsed the organization, when our team-member with his injured dog was threw to the wolves and no-one bother to call the vet in charge. We have the opinion that such serious mistakes could not never happen in such top competition as Worldchapionships of FMBB surely is. Therefore we ask to debate the reason of weak work of helpers. As result should be the definition of responsibility of particular person for selection of helpers, their not sufficient performance, from that were consequent injuries of the dogs and in case of need to call such person to the responsibility.

The problems that appear during this Worldchapionships are only the culmination of the problems, which FMBB has to settle already longer time. Our dog Octavius Malidaj from our team was heavy injured during the part C. If the dog-handler who has to spend a lot of time and money, loose in one moment all chance not only during this championship, we cannot be surprised by his reaction, however we don’t excuse. The dog has strong of the skew ness of the hock.(Enclose you can find the vet report. The general vet statement incl. X-rays, CT and magnetic resonance will be sent by the end of the curing.). We all fully understand that the character of the injury could with big probability cause the end of sporting career, for only 
4 years old dog, possibly with lifelong outgrowths in moving of injured leg.

We rely on fact that the French organizer properly reported this insurance accident, as it was promised with the presence of the chairman of working commission FCI by secretariat of the Championship. The cost relating to the therapy will be surely over 2,000,- Euros and our team-member will ask to pay these costs. At the same moment we would like to ask you to give us the Number of the insurance policy and the name of the insurance company which guaranteed the insurance of this event and/or give us the exact instruction how to ask to pay the cost relating to this accident.

We all surely understand that right now is a high time for settlement with respect to the future. Currently is demanding to perform the biting works in high speed and hardness in biting. If we train the dogs in such way, we must have on the other side such prepared helpers whose minimize the risk level of injury of the dog, otherwise every injury in such speed and harness could be fatal for every dog. You surely confirm, Mr. President, that three heavy injuries of the dogs during three days this is really unnatural – lighter injuries are not mentioned here. That is precisely why this situation is calling for immediate establishment of working commission of IPO, which must, by its work, avoid such accidents.  

In Czech Republic we have such system of the education of the helpers, which during the top events could work only the best one, whose have to pass through heavy tests. These tests are divided into the practical part where they must show their ability to work with the dog and the theoretical part where are the rules of IPO, SchH and fe. anatomy of the dog.  Moreover their qualification is valid for 2 years only and after that time they must do all tests again. With respect to the fact that the breed of Belgian shepherds   is very fast and penetrative, it asks big demands not only for professional skills of every helper but also to his mind. Possible way how to improve the global level of the helpers for the breed of Belgian shepherds should be the selection of some helpers from countries that are members of FMBB and those should be nominated for the Championships, beside that we can also unify the work of the helpers. We are almost sure that members of FMBB to increase the attractiveness of its events and to confront the quality of its dog will invite a “foreign” helper. This should be one of the activities of the working committee op IPO – control and selection of the helpers. Czech Republic as organizer of jubilee 15th World championship of Belgian shepherds is ready to organize such selection.
By the same end we would like to pay your attention to our proposals for remedies, which could avoid further situation and in any case  don’t bring the benefits for further development of cynologic sport activities.
ROPOSAL FOR THE REMEDIES FOR FMBB
1) Issue the implementer regulations  for organizers of World championships FMBB where will be beside the other following regulations:
a) Describe in detail the rights, obligations and responsibilities of every officials – i.e.  organizer, judge, main judge and supervisor in case this official is established fe. International events.

b) Specify in detail the obligation of judge in part C of IPO 3 what does it mean – „instruct the helpers“.

c) Defined responsibility of particular person and/or persons for selection of the helpers  - i.e. tracking and biting works
d) In part that is given to the helpers in part „C“ – IPO3 trial  stress on the responsibility of the helpers to act in such way that cannot hurt the dog because of their poor performance duties
e) Confirmation of the light for every participant to retire for the competition before and/or during the part C – IPO 3 trial due to the own decision. 

Note: The participant in obliged to present his dog in part „A“ and „B”  IPO3 trial
2) Launch statute „international helper“ and include to this category excellent helpers only, which will be capable to perform, because of their professional, moral and physical, an excellent work on international events
3) Launch  the rules and criterions for delegacy of judges for World championships FMBB
4) For international events – World championship FMBB select one from the following possibilities:
a) Announce a competition for helpers (fe.  The same as it is done  in Austria). 

b) Delegate the helpers for international events, the same as the judges from the list of „international helpers“.
5) We ask FMBB to discuss the injuries of the dogs and weak performance of the helpers during the World championship 2007 in Le Touquet and define the responsible person for this situation with possible sequels
6) We ask FMBB to discuss with French organizers to pay-back all cost relating to the therapy of injured dogs during World championship FMBB in Le Touquet Paris Plage in shortest possible time.

We do hope, dear Mr. President, you fully understand the reasons which result in writing of above mentioned letter. Please do not understand this letter as the attack against FMBB itself , but  as an intention to settle current problems before the protectors of the animals will step in this case with respect of injuries of the dogs they will restrict the performance the most attractive part of IPO trial – defense.
We rely on your constructive access in settlement of weak points that happened during the last World championship in 2007 and we expect your written answer.
Sincerely yours
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